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HOUGHTON. 


| PAONING, SZECHWAN. 


October, 23rd, 1937. 
DEAR FRIENDS OF WES TERN CHINA, 

I have been praying, as I begin ‘his letter, 
that I may write in such a way as to bring W est 
China near to you in thought and imagination. 
The war with Japan has given us an added sense 
of remoteness from you. We used to be able to 
time our letters with reasonable accuracy—so many 
days to Hankow, to Peiping, and via Siberia to 
England; but now Japanese armies are athwart the 
Peiping-Hankow railway, and even threatening the 
province of Honan. letters to Shanghai must be 
dispatched by a roundabout route “because the 

‘ river is closed below Chunkiang, and the Nanking- 
Shanghai railway is subject to daily air raids. 
The one route open from Hankow is by rail to 
Canton and thence to Hongkong, but this line 


MLE 


- | also has been bombed with increasing frequency 
| ) in recent weeks, Two of our number, Miss Amy 
| ~ Wilson and Dr. Max Gray, have just left us for 
aS furlough, but their journey will be something of 
—. an adventure, and it will be a real relief. to hear 
that they are safely aboard a steamer at Hongkong. 


But lest you should begin to wonder whather .. 


2 is worth while writing to us at all, I hasten to 
l 
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assure you that letters do venck us, and the very 
delays and uncertainties in transit add to their 
value when they arrive, and emphasise the extra- 
ordinary enterprise of the Chinese Post Office which 
deserves the greatest credit for maintaining so 
comparatively regular a service. 

Apart from the difficulty of securing supplies 
—tea, tinned milk and other ‘‘ necessaries ’’ may 
soon be almost unobtainable, and the prices of 
other commodities are steadily rising—-we ourselves 
are unaffected by the war, and see no reason why 
we should not continue along all our normal lines of 
activity. The need is all the more obvious when 
everywhere the people are waiting with strained 
eagerness for the latest news from Shanghai and - 
the north, and our opportunities are, if anything, 
increased, especially since England is known to be 
sympathetic towards China in her extremity. 

In some of our stations a daily mid-day prayer 
meeting is being held, and I am impressed by 
the restraint and absence of vindictiveness which 
marks the attitude of most of the Chinese 
Christians as they cry to God for the deliverance 
of their country from this foreign scourge. | 

_ What the ultimate outcome will be, and how 
God will make the wrath of man to praise Him 
so that these things turn out for the furtherance 
of the Gospel, we do not know, nor dare we 
prophesy; but effectual fervent prayer—yours and 
ours—will avail much, based as it is on the con- 
viction that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, 
and that none can stay His hand, nor say unto 
Him, What doest Thou ?”’ 

During August the Rev. R. D. Guinness had a 
wireless set on the hill where we were staying, 
and every night we heard something, at least, from 
Nanking, and occasionally even the London news 
via Hongkong. Once we listened to a short broad- 
cast by the Generalissimo (Chiang Kai-shek) 
himself, and though the atmospherics were parti-— 
cularly bad_ that night, there was no said ; 


the decisive ring of his. voice as he urged the 
whole Chinese nation to unite in this war of 


resistance to a foreign invader. 
We returned to Nanchung before the end of 


| ‘hie month, and I was occupied for several days 


with a meeting of the Diocesan Executive Com- 
mittee. Our discussions ranged over a wide variety 
of subjects—the possibility of forming a Women’s 
Evangelistic Band this autumn; the office and work 
of a deaconess in this diocese; the establishment 


of a circulating library for Chinese workers; the 


probable return of Archdeacon Fu to Yunnan next 


spring; the retention (alas!) of the Rev. K. G. 


Bevan at the C.1.M. Headquarters in Shanghai 
and the consequent need of the vast Tahsien area, 
comprising five counties ; arrangements for a very 
important Chinese workers’ conference to be held, 
God willing, at Paoning, November 6th—15th; 
and a long difficult enquiry into the antecedents 
of a young Chinese who hopes to join our staff 
of evangelists and, incidentally, to marry one of 
our women workers! But in all these matters we 
were conscious that, as we confessed our lack of 


wisdom, God was giving to us according to His 
promise, and in nearly every case the guidance = 
then given has been confirmed by events. | 


Our autumn journeyings began on September 
18th. We had a week-end at Hsichung, where a 
Chinese worker is desperately needed, and then 
went north to Ren-chia-keo (literally, ‘‘ the Ren 
family ditch ’’). A Pachow Christian named Yeh, 
with his wife and daughter, escaping from the 


Reds, spent a night “‘ by chance ”’ in the compound 


which is the home of Pastor Ren of Nanpu. They | 
have been there ever since. Mr. Yeh gives his 
whole time to preaching the Gospel in all the 
nearby markets, and his daughter, a most able 
girl, is in charge of a flourishing school. There 
are the beginnings of a little church which meets 


in the compound Sunday by Sunday. It. was 


heartening, for instance, to meet an old man of 
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‘seventy who, after fifty years of seeking, following 
devious paths which ‘led him nowhere, has at length 
found the Way. | | 
- At Nanpu I spent the evening discussing with — 
a number of keen if inexperienced young Christian 
men the Mission Sehool which they have just 
reopened there, and on which they have expended 
nearly $1,000 (Chinese). We need to pray that 
their enthusiasm may be rightly directed, and that 
they may not confuse education with Life. | 
And so to Paoning, which is our temporary. 
centre for the autumn. I have since visited three 
Paoning outstations and three Pachow outstations, 
and the city of Pachow itself. These are some 
of the churches which suffered most from the Red 
invasions, and it is a miracle that they were not 
wiped out altogether. By a pitiful irony, the years 
of Red occupation were marked by good harvests 
but since the refugees returned to their ruined 
homes—their farm implements burned or lost, and 
their animals destroyed—drought has added to 
their miseries, and only the distribution of famine 
relief money has kept many of them from starva- 


tion. In the circumstances not surprising 


that a church member said to me, ‘‘ If only the 
problem of our livelihood were settled, the church 
would at once make progress!’’ Nor would you 
wonder if you saw the conditions under which they 
live, that they found it difficult to grasp the 
glorious fact that Our Lord’s promise in Matthew © 
6. 33. does actually provide a final solution of 
the problem. | 

In some of these places there have been 
relatively large accessions to the churches since 
relief money began to be distributed. It is one 
thing to show Christian sympathy with distress so 
great and overwhelming, but it is quite another 
to receive into the Christian Church those whom. 
we are able to help. The greatest spiritual insight 
is needed to distinguish between those who simply — 
‘“ eat of the loaves and are filled,’’ and others who 
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turn in gratitude to the Giver of all good and 
become conscious of spiritual need which He alone 
can meet. I could have wept in one place where © 
I was asked to confirm thirty-nine men and women, 
most of them illiterate, and with very few showing 
any real appetite for the Word of God. How are 
we to seize the opportunity for proclaiming the | 
Gospel, and then to shepherd those who have been 
gathered in, as well as the little groups of older 
Christians ? There is no part of the diocese where 
there is more urgent need of men and women 
equipped with Divine insight, compassion, energy . 
and patience. In Pachow county alone there are 
126 markets and at least nine-tenths are without 
any Christian witness. 
| Meanwhile the reinforcements for which we 
were looking are prevented from sailing by the 
war, and so far there are few signs of an accession 
of Chinese workers. Do not imagine that we are 
disheartened. In a recent article by Mr. J. H. 
Oldham, he refers to ‘‘ the inner life and strength 
of the Church,’ ‘‘ Here,’ he says, ‘‘ we touch 
the crucial, most searching question of missionary 
work. Viewed objectivelv, with clear, unprejudiced 
eyes, are the churches that have been planted in 
the mission field a beacon set on a hill, the saving 
salt of the surrounding society? ’’ And if an 
affirmative answer cannot be giwen, what then? 
Why, Mr. Oldham reminds us that we are dealing 
with a God ‘‘ Who quickeneth the dead, and 
‘alleth the things that are not as though they 
were! ’’ Could any condition be more hopeless 
than death ? What can be made of ‘‘ things that 
are not,’ that simply do not exist? You cannot 
vet low er than that. But for just such hopeless 
conditions God is adequate, and He gives being 
to things which have no existence. This God is 
our God. | 
The problem of our semi-permanent centre has 
been solved in an entirely unexpected way, and_ 
after a meeting of the Standing Committee at 
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Nanchung (November 29th—30th), we hope to 
move house once more and to be settled in 


our new. home at Chiihsien before Christmas... 


-“Chiihsien, Szechwan,’’ will be our address hence- 
forward. It is quite obviously central to the 
newly-divided diocese and we have no doubt that 
{Jod is leading us there. re 

We count on your prayers and trust you will 
seek to interest an ever-widening cirele of friends 
in the work of the Gospel here in Eastern Szechwan. 

Yours very gratefully, 
FRANK HOUGHTON, 
Bishop. 


HOLDEN. 
50, Warwick Roap, 


EArRL’s Court, S.W.5. 
December 10th, 1937. 


My Dear FRIENDS, 

For almost four months past it has been my 
duty and privilege to travel to many parts of the 
country to preach and speak on behalf of the work 
in West China, and wherever I have gone, I have 
~ been bombarded with the same questions regarding 
the situation in the Far East, and because one’s 
sphere lies in China, one is expected to give prompt 
and clear answers to all these questions. This, 
of course, is impossible, for seldom in the history 
of the human race has there been so perplexing 
and uncertain a situation; but obviously, however 
limited may be the range of one’s knowledge and 
however unsuitable it may be for a missionary 
temporarily at home to forecast the future of China, 
one is expected to show willingness at least to — 
say something. | 
_ The course that the fighting has so far taken 
is just what might have been expected, except 
that more serious: resistance has béen offered to 
the perfectly equipped Japanese troops than, had 
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heen anticipated. Now the enemy is. at the gates 
of the national capital and there is but sniall hope 


that he will fail to gain this great prize. But 


even if peace talks begin as a result in the near 
future, and some sort of accommodation is come 
to by the imvaders and a Chinese government 
willing thus to enter into negotiation, it 1s too 
much to hope that real peace will reign between 
the’ two countries for many long years. Japan’s 
professed aim is to compel China to co-operate 
with her for the good of the Far East and, of 
course, under her leadership; but an ancient and 
proud nation that has become modern enough 
to set much store by a place among the great 
nations of the world is not likely to suffer such 
compulsion willingly,. and the vigour of her 
resistance and the ready sacrifice of life and 
material made in recent months are but the measure 
of her unwillingness. 

Yet it is certain that China would be willing 
to cooperate with any nation that will treat her 
as an equal: this seed-thought sown by the great 
revolutionary leader, Sun Yat-sen, has been, 
perhaps, more fruitful than any other political 


_ doctrine in China and explains her resistance to — 


Japan. It is extraordinary how little rancour has— 
entered into the feelings expressed by Chinese 
leaders or the ordinary folk; and indeed, it-is little 
less striking to note the same phenomenon in the 


Japanese people. In this respect the prevailing © 


spirit is entirely different from that which prevailed 
in Europe during the Great War. At that time 
it was truly a case of nation against. nation and 
people against people; but in the Far East to-day, 
it is not untrue to say that it is a people 


struggling bravely but ineffectually against a 
powerfully armed section of another nation, a 


section exerting force little less really on ite 


fellow-nationals than on the people of China. 


Yet, in the midst. of much that saddens the 
theart beyond all telling, there is. much also to 
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prevent,entire despair. Not the whole of China’s 


manhood is mobilised against the aggressor: it is 


a striking testimony to the long-sighted wisdom 


hes leaders are. able to retain even amidst the 


clash of arms that they are encouraging the 


students to carry on with their studies so that 
they may be given the training which will enable 


them to play a worthy part in the reconstruction 
of the national life when military activity ceases. 
So not only are the colleges and schools in the 
interior full with their own students, but these 
are being joined by the thousands whose institu- 
tions have been rendered untenable in the war- 


stricken areas. More than four hundred of these 


are being given hospitality in our own West China 
Union University, and others in the Senior Middle 


School, besides greater numbers | still in the 
government schools and colleges in the city. 


It is.a cause of profound thankfulness also 


to read 1n almost every one of the numerous letters 


I am receiving that the Christian Church in China 
is giving itself to constant prayer, not only for 
China but also for Japan, and honestly seeking 
as for the ‘accomplishment of God’s 
purposes. Much blessing has been received by 


| many as the result of the special meetings for the 


deepening of the spiritual life held in Chengtu 
and Mienyang by Miss Christensen of the C.I. M. 
in Shansi, and many striking proofs viven of the 
determination to put away. sin which has been 
hindering effective witness... In spite of the 
hostilities which have dislocated communications, 
the long looked-for visit of Dr. Stanley Jones has 
been paid to Chengtu, where for a fortnight during 
November some two hundred -and fifty of the 
Christian leaders in Szechwan gathered daily to 
face squarely under his guidance the implications. 
of Christian discipleship. Let us pray more 
earnestly than ever before that all this may mean 


that the Church will not be found wanting in. 


; 


this day of God’s visitation. ) 
Although for the time being I am away from 
my diocese, a personal word may: be permitted... 
Since the end of August JI have fulfilled a fairly | 
strenuous programme of preaching and speaking, 
and it has been a great joy to meet face to face 
many who have long been prayer partners in the 
work, and not a few who have given service in 
West China in former years. The ‘kindness I have 
everywhere received has been far beyond my 
deserving, and too great for me adequately to 
express my gratitude. I must, however, say a word 
of heartfelt thanks for the continued prayer which 
has enabled me to carry on this unaccustomed work 
without any apparent physical loss; and, as far 
as I know, the improvement in my health has 
gone steadily forward in spite of, or it may be 
because of, my activities. 
To all friends of Western China; an ever 
increasing number, I like to think, I send greetings — 


and the very best wishes for every blessing at 


Christmastide and throughout the coming year. 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
JOHN HOLDEN, 
Bishop. 


FROM THE 
OUTSTATIONS. 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning).. 
| In July, a Daily Vacation Bible School was — 
held for boys and girls under fourteen, and was — 
attended by about 100. One result of this work 
was the formation of a regular Sunday School; 
there are now nine or ten teachers all giving volun- 
tary help in this way. Bishop Ku conducted a 
series of meetings during August for local 
Christians. Rev. F. G. Snow has recently left for 
Fengkieh, and Miss Gowar has gone to Kaihsien. 
Dr. Gray and Miss Amy Wilson have left for 
furlough. Dr. and Mrs. Beauchamp, Dr. Jackson 


Miss,Qliver have recently arrived to help in 
the hospital work, and prayer is asked for this. 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott have also recently joined the 
staff here. | | 

Day 3. Sintientsii 

_ Towards the end of August, this place was 
visited by two lady workers. Two days of meetings 
were held and were well attended. Mr. Tai, the 
local leader, has had to retire on account of ill- 
health. Brigands are still a problem. 
Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). oe 

During October, Bishop Houghton visited this © 
«epire, and ten Christians were confirmed. There 
are still many brigands in this district, and for 
this reason some of the outstations cannot be visited. 
The crops have not been good, and there is the 
prospect of renewed famine early in the New Year. 
: In August, a Summer School for young people 
-was held, when eighteen to twenty young men 
and women attended for six days. In September, 
the parish held its autumn training class for out- 
station leaders. Futsunyi joined in, and about 


thirty men attended for the ten days. There was 


theoretical and practical training, and the classes 
were this year held in ‘the Pastor’s home in the 
country. The newly started School has now about 
sixty students, mostly boys. All the teachers are 
Christians, four being paid and six voluntary. 
Futsunyi. | 
| A children’s Summer School was again held 
in July, with an even larger attendance than last 
year, and the children were distinctly more recep- — 
tive and showed great improvement in their 
general behaviour. We were glad to welcome to 
the school some of the children of country Chris- 
tians who get very little chance in their own homes. 


Prayer is asked for the market of Shen Pa, thirty | 


odd miles from here, where there.are the begin- 
nings of a new little church. 
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Day T: -Yingshan. 
| As the work was renewed ‘aiter the summer, 
‘there was cause for praise. Two families have 
recently destroyed their idols. For this we praise 
(sod, and ask prayer that all these people may be 
led to know Him. The women have recently 
progress as a result of their weekly class. Pastor 
Ma has now taken on responsibility as pastor of 
the Yingshan Church. Please pray for him. 
Chowkow. 
The work here is being hindered considerably 
by backsliding Church members, although we have 
a little encouragement from the more stable ones, 
which gives us cause for thanksgiving and praise. 
The dispensary has recently been re-opened and a 
small Sunday School has also been started—prayer 
is asked for both these ventures. Mid-week 
meetings still present difficulty from the attendance 
point of view, but in the preaching hall there is 
ample scope for evangelistic work amongst those 
who come into this place to market. 
Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 
During October, six women. were baptised. in 
the city church, and. five people at the outstation 
of Tongkwanch’ang. We thank God for this, and 
ask prayer for each of them. Several people are 
being prepared for baptism at the market of T’aio-. 
Teng-Pa, where preaching was last year com- 
menced. Prayer is asked for recent believers at 
the market of Li-Tu. Please also pray for work 
just begun in Long-Men-Ch’ang—a large market | 
ten miles from the city. Dispensary and school 
work is being carried on as usual. There have 
also been opportunities for teaching the Gospel to 
children at a local orphanage. 

Archdeacon Denham writes: ‘‘ We recently had 
a mission at Linshui and had a very good time. 
My wife and I, Mr. Cordle, Pastors Yang and 
Keo, and Miss Wang all went. Lovely weather 
the whole time; bad rain before and after. Mr. 


Liu is doing well, and Mrs. Liu is splendid. Great 
crowds heard the message, and five men signed 


decision cards, though a number more, both of- 


men and women, were definitely interested. But 


it is hard work there, as the whole city is entirely 
- given over to opium, and looks lke it.’’ 
Day 12. Chiihsien. 
Owing to the Bevans’ detention at the coast, 
the Carpenters have removed to Tahsien. Miss 
Parsons has come to work with Miss Sanderson 
and Mr. Iliff will be at Tachu for the time being. 
- The men’s class, which was recently started, has 
been continuing, and is taken by the Pastor: the 
attendance has not been very encouraging. After 
the summer, a new class for young men and youths 


connected with Church families was started, but | 


jt may be only short-lived, for several of the young 


men have been called up to join the Reserves and 


have proceeded to Wanhsien for training before 


going down river to take part in the fighting. 


A week’s special meetings, to be conducted 


__- by Archdeacon Fu, were arranged for the middle 


of November, the mornings being given to Bible 
teaching for Christians, the afternoon and evening 
to evangelistic work. A new door seems to be 
opening for the Gospel in Shinlongch’ang. A little 
over a year ago, the Holy Spirit began to work 
practically simultaneously in the hearts of an old 


___ lady and her son, an intelligent, well-educated man, 


who previously had been strongly opposed to the 
Gospel. Since then they have both progressed, 


he with little outside help except that obtained | 


from books, and they are anxious that people in 
the neighbourhood should also hear the Gospel. 
Their home, a large and fairly wealthy one, is five 
li from the street; and they have considerable 
influence, both on the street and in the countrv. 
Day~14. Tahsien. 

The Carpenters took over the work of the 
station early in October, when Miss Dix and Miss 
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Day 13. Tachu. 


Elliott moved to the old Girls’ School compound 
which is to be a centre for a new women’s work. 
Mr. lui Shen Kwang has retired and one of Mr. 
Maxwell’s students from Mienchu, Mr. Ts’ai Pih - 
Shuen, has come as a probationary worker. Miss 
Ch’en’s friends will be grateful to know that, 
after withstanding the appeal of the Gospel for 
so long, her old mother finally accepted Christ 
not long before her death in August. Miss Li 
is working in the district and was to take part 
in a few Short Term Bible Schools in the autumn. 
Mr. Crockett has been working in K’aikiang and 
has enjoyed great acceptance with the masters and © 
boys of the Middle School. A great hindrance to 
the work has gone with the removal of the ex- | 
evangelist to Wanhsien for business. They were 
hoping for great blessing at two series of meetings 
. to be held by Archdeacon Fu, the first for Chris- | 


tians ‘and the second evangelistic. 


” The work here has been in the throes of re- 
organisation. The Williamsons have,removed to 
the hospital and Mrs. Williamson hopes to continue 
some of the work carried on by Dr. Jackson and 
Miss Oliver, who have removed to Langchung. 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hsii have come from Kweifu 
to work with the Archdeacon. Prayer might be — 
concentrated on the school, for which the local 
congregation is entirely responsible. Some of the 
most. spiritual members of the congregation are 
concerned on account of influences in the school 
which are by no means helpful. Mr. Ellison paid 
a satisfactory visit from Tachu to Tienkiang in 
September. | 


Day 17. Kathsien. 

The hands of the workers were especially full 
in the autumn on account of the absence of Miss 
Thow from the city and Miss Lucas from Wentan- 
ching. Mr. Yang Shih Chuin, whose ministry in 
the past has been very helpful in Kaihsien, was 
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going over for a short time to help them in ‘his 


usual voluntary capacity. 


Day 18. Wanhsien. 


For various reasons Mr. Wang Hwei Ming has. 
retired from the work and gone up to Chungking, 
where he has obtained’ a post. Mr. Hsie, the 
Customs Commissioner, has been continuing his 
class for officials and business men and their wives, 


- and is now seeking guidance regarding the-erection 


of.a special building to form a centre for his work. 
Mr. Benson has returned after his work of the 
spring and summer with Miss Christensen and will 


_be associated with Mr. Hsie. 


Day 19. Kweifu. 

Mr. David Hsii has to to 
work with Archdeacon Fu and Mr. Snow is to take 
up the work in Kweifu, but has been delayed 
through ill-health in so doing. Mr. Harper, who 


was removed from Tahsien to help him, is with 


the Darbyshires at Yunanch’ang for the time being. 
Day 21. Kiangyu and Pingwu. 

_ The Lin brothers continue their faithful wit- 
ness in home and business, and the younger of 


the two has reeently: been bringing along a Mr. 


Chu, the street: warden to whom he acts as‘ assis- 
tant. Several others have also been attending 
regularly on Christian instruction, but _ these, 
whilst professing to ‘‘ believe,’’ have not yet shown 
willingness to follow Christ. | 

# Owing to brigandage, it has not been possible 


~ for any of the workers recently to pay a visit to 


Pingwu, where the local Christians are carrying 
on alone. Mr. Chin Tsun-tao, the leader, needs 
our prayers. 

Day 22. Chungpa. 

_ In this station, daily meetings for prayer lor 
the nation at this time of crisis are being held, 
and to these come not only the local Christians 
but many non-Christian citizens, and the oppor- 
tunity is being taken to present to such the Gospel 


as the solvent of all problems. 
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As a result of the revival meetings in Mienyang, 
‘a former woman worker in the school has given 
remarkable proofs of repentance, to such an extent 
indeed as to influence the pastor whom she had 
previously wronged, with the happy result that 
he also entered into fuller blessing. Thanksgiving 
should therefore be rendered for the happier pros- 
pects in this place. 

Day 23. Mienyang. 

In September, it was happily possible for Miss 
Christensen to conduct a series of meetings for 
the deepening of the spiritual life in this city, 
and to these came not only the local people but 
many from neighbouring stations as well. Much 
blessing resulted, particularly among the students 
of the Women’s and Girls’ Schools, and of the latter 
some twenty-five witnessed to a real conversion. 

Miss Armfield is not yet fully restored to 
health, but she is reported as progressing much 
more favourably than had been expected. Mean- 
while, Miss Whitworth carries on as acting-head 
of the Women’s School besides doing much evan- 
gelistic work in the country. — | 

Owing to the temporary closing of tlie. Central 
Theological School in Nanking as a result of the 
war, Mr. Duddington will not immediately take 
up his appointment there, and will thus be able 
to continue his valuable work in the Mienyang | 
parish and as Executive Secretary of the Diocesan 
Religious Education Committee. 
Day 24. Anhsien, 

As this parish has been without an ordained 
pastor in charge for some time, the. appointment — 
of the Rev. Chu Yuin-hsi to Anhsien was hailed 
with delight by the workers and Christians, so 
that great was the disappointment when circum- 
stances arose which made it impossible for him 
to proceed there. Some compensation, however, 
has been found in the arrangement whereby the 
Rev. Lin Tseng-chih is to pay frequent and pro-. 
tracted visits. This worker was on his way to 
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Nanking to enjoy a snlitetical:. year of study when 


the war broke out and he had to return. ; 
Deaconess Stewart writes: ‘‘Some_ special 


meetings were held here during the Week of Wit- 


ness; some of the church members. were brought 
face to face with the humiliating fact that they 
had no real witness to give, and were led to put 
their own lives right with God. There are a good 
number of young people in this city working in 
government posts who have been educated in 
church schools and who have the friendliest atti- 
tude towards the Church, yet never seem to get 
any further. If there were a young, educated 
woman worker to give her time to them, it is almost 
certain that a vigorous work could be built up 
in this city. There is such a young woman now, 
living in her own home, but wholeheartedly giving 
her time to God and His Church; please pray for 


Day 25. Mienchu. 


In this place also, regular meetings for prayer 


im connection with the national crisis are being 


held, and such gatherings develop as a matter of 
course into evangelistic services which are result- 
ing in much blessing. The workers seem to be | 


_ depended on to give reliable news from the front 


and to prevent harmful rumours gaining currency. 

Steady work in the local prison has been 
proving fruitful, and not a few of the hearers 
there have continued to receive instruction after 
obtaining their release. 

Typical preparation was huiue made in this 
centre for the Week of Witness, which was observed 
throughout the diocese from November 8th—14th, 
news of which is still eagerly awaited. The con-» 
gregation was divided into five bands, of educated 
men to witness to educated men, educated women 
to educated women, etc. 

As a result of steady teaching on the ailond 
of missions, the Christians of this parish. made a 
splendid response to the appeal of the Board of 
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Missions for support of the Home Mission of the 
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui, in Shensi. It was. 
fitting there should be this result. i Mienchu, as. 
the pastor in charge, Mr. Maxwell} \is Executive 
Secretary of the Diocesan. Board. | 

Day 26. Tehyang. 

Pastor Tang Shih-chen writes iudbe: date of 
~ October 29th in a somewhat despairing tone about 
the state of Tehyang and the outstations, Loh- 
kiang and Liohping, but his despair is not com- 
plete as he and some of: the Christians received © 
mu¢h blessing at the Mienyang revival meetings. 
Prayer should be made at this time for guidance 
at the Synod early in January with regard to. 
duties of the catechist, Mr. Hsiung Kwang-yao,. 
who has been hindered from taking up an appoint- 
ment elsewhere. 

Day 27. Hanchow. 

Archdeacon Donnithorne’s illness from typhoid 
in a mild form will be much in our prayers. 
Although described as a case of “‘ mild typhoid,”’ 
care will be needed if he is to pass successfully 
through the stage of convalescence. The Are h- 
deacon has been writing with enthusiastic grati-. 
tude for the great blessing the workers and many 
_ of the Christians received when they attended Miss: 
Christensen’s meetings in Mienyang and Chengtu. 
The whole aspect of the life of the Church ‘has 


thus been radically altered, and great advance is 


Day 28. Sintu. 
The work in this parish suffered a serious loss 


three months ago in the death of Mrs. Loh Ai-chen, 
the valued Biblew oman who had worked shave 
faithfully for some years after serving in other 


stations. 

Pastor Keo Sitti bemoans the lack in his 
new parish of a spirit of eager service among the 
Christians here, so that he is without the volun-- 
tary helpers on whom he has been able to depend. 


in his previous ministry. 
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In spite of the war, the provincial government 
is reported to be continuing its programme of 
social reconstruction in Sintu. 


Day 29. Chungkiang. 


When the City Festival was observed in this 


place with its usual éclat a short time ago, the 
opportunity was taken to do intensive evangelistic 


work, especially among the women “‘ incense 
burners ’’—the worshippers from far and near at 
the city temple. Mrs. Chang Po-ai, the pastor’s 
wife and a most earnest worker, reports that as 
a result of the effort this year, five women are 
definitely attending worship and receiving regular 
instruction. 
Day 30. CGhengtu. 

A good example is being set here to the rest 
of the diocese in the special meetings for prayer 


in connection with’ the nation’s difficulties, an 


example which is being worthily followed. 

All the Christian Schools and Colleges are 
overcrowded as a result of the arrival from other 
parts of the country of hundreds of students dis- 
possessed of their buildings through the fighting. 
Some of these are fine Christian young men and 
women; others are non-Christians. Much prayer. 
1s requested that this situation may be the means 
of help being both given and received. 

~The Sunday School is flourishing to an extent 
even greater than usual. So many are the young 


people eager for instruction, and so many happily —— 


are also the teachers available—Christian students 


in our institutions—that it is proposed to start 


a second school. The School for Illiterates, here 
as elsewhere, is also crowded, and the evangelis- 


tic work in connection with it is giving much 


encouragement. 

Six “students won for Christ as a result of the 
special classes mentioned in previous issues are 
shortly to be confirmed. 

| Bishop Song 1s happy in a splendid opportunity 


tor witness which is afforded him in the use of 
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the Government Broadcasting system over which 
he has been invited to conduct a series of Christian 
services every Sunday evening, and in which he 
is assisted by a number of Chinese and Western 
colleagues. | 


PERSONAL NOTES. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Scott have arrived in 
Langchung (Paoning) to take up work in that 
centre. 

Dr. and Mrs. Ivor Beauchamp, Dr. Lila Jack- 
son, Miss M. Parsons, Miss A. Oliver are preparing 
to open the hospital at Langchung (Paoning) and 
Mr. L. ©, Stead will also be taking part in this 
work. 

Rev. K. G. Bevan has po detained in 
Shanghai to give assistance to the Director there 
during the absence of the Assistant China Director 
of the C.ILM. - 

Mr. T. E. Lloyd and Miss W. J. Densham were 
married on 23rd November, 1937, and are pro- 


= ceeding to Pachung, which is to be their centre 


for work, 

Miss A, C. Wilson was expected i in England on 

December 17th. She will not be returning to the 

diocese as she will be taking up work in the C.I.M. 

“Nursing Home in Highbury New Park. | 

Dr. Max Cray was expected home towards the 
_end of December. | 


The engagement is announced of the 


H. C. Lliff Miss H. Thow. 

Miss M. Armfield has been ill for some months — 
past, but is now progressing slowly. 

Miss B. Hensman is also reported to be far 
from well. 

Archdeacon Donnithorne has had a mild attack 
of typhoid fever. 

Dr. J. H. Lechler has been appointed Secre- 
tary of the Edinburgh. Medical Missionary Associa- 
tion. 
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EDITORIAL NOTE. 
Readers may be surprised to find the‘‘ Bulletin’’ 
_ appearing in another new cover. It has been felt 
by some that the design would gain considerably 
by being printed in different colours instead of 
the old, familiar pale yellow; and we are there- 
fore proposing to try four new colour schemes 
for the 1938 quarterly issues. The map has also 
been slightly revised for this issue. 


WIMBLEDON AUXILIARY. 


The seventeenth Annual Meeting of the 
Wimbledon Auxiliary was held on Tuesday, 
| November 9th, 1937, at Emmanuel Church Hall, 
Wimbledon, by kind permission of the Rev. J. 
Douglas ‘Wood. A large gathering of friends 
assembled to welcome Bishop and Mrs. Holden. 
The Rev. B. W. Isaac presided. The meeting 
opened with prayer and after the singing of a hymn 
and a reading from the Scriptures, Mr. A. J. 
Stewart said a few words and announced the sup- 
port given from this Auxiliary. Mrs. Holden fol- 
lowed with an interesting account of the work 
amongst the women and virls i in Western Szechwan. 
The Bishop then spoke at: some length on the pre- 
vailing conditions. in China and the influences. at 
work ; “his address was much appreciated. A success- 
i gathering concluded with the benediction by the 

Bishop of Western § Szec hwan. 


HOSPITALITY FOR CHINESE 
STUDENTS IN ENGLAND. 


The attention of readers is especially called to 
the following letter: 
Sirk OR MADAM, 

International Student Service, which for the 
past three months has been raising money to help 
Student Relief Work in China, has now been asked 
to take responsibility for (Chinese students in this 
country who find themselves with insufficient funds 


20 


{ 
| 


owing to conditions in the Far East. _ 


It is estimated that at least 100 students in 


this country are dependent on private resources 
from China; and in several cases supplies have 
already ceased altovether. To deal with this situa- 


tion I.S.S. must ick only endeavour to raise more | 


money but seek other forms of assistance for these 
stranded students. It has been suggested that there 
may be people, living in neighbourhoods near to 
university centres, who would be willing to give 
accommodation to a student in difficulties for a 


period sufficiently long to make a real reduction in | 


that student’s cost of “living. 
Home Office regulations make it very difficult 
to insist that such guests should work for their 
keep, but there is no doubt that the guests would 
_ be most anxious to do all in their power to repay 
kindnesses received by small courtesies and services 
within the home. 

If you feel yourself able to make this very 
real contribution towards the work that I.8.S. is 
undertaking, will you please write to me? I shall 


then be able to give you particulars of students 
likely to fit into your household. We have already © 
heard of cases of extreme need in the Universities. 


of London, Oxford and Cambridge. 
Yours faithfully, 
PHILIP SMITH, 
Secretary in England. 
_ INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICE, 
GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


The monthly D.A.W.C. Prayer Meetings are 
being held on the third Tuesday in each month at 
the offices (by kind permission) of the Church 
Association, 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C. 
(close to Charing Cross station and the Embank- 
ment Gardens), from 3 to 4 p.m. The dates are 


January 18th, February 15th and March 15th, 1938, 


and not as incorrectly stated in the previous 
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Bulletin.’’ Bishop is kindly leading 
meetings as often as his other engagements permit; 
and it is hoped that all who are able to attend will 
make a note of these dates and join us in corporate 
prayer for the work in Western China. | 

Attention is called also to the fact that the 
special subject of the C.M.S. weekly Prayer Meet- 
ing at Church Missionary House, Salisbury Square, 
K.C.4, to be held (D.V.) on Friday, January 7th, 
1938, ‘will be Western China, and that any of our 
friends will be warmly welcomed. The meeting 
is held from 3.30 to 4.380 p.m., and is followed by 
tea, which gives an opportunity for friends to meet 
and talk. 

Remembrance of the work in Western Chine 
has been promised also at the following parochial 
-gatherings for prayer, at which any who can attend - 
are always welcome: | 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney . 1st Tuesday, afternoon. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon ... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 
"St. Michael’ s, Braintree ... Ist Saturday, evening. 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... 1st Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... Ath Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 

Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 


.. Thorsden, Guildford ans, 
Woking 8rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 

Christ Church, ‘Beckenham.., 4th Friday. 

St. James’, Dover ... .. 4th Sunday, evening service. 

St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 

Dunston, Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 

Ferndown, Dorset... Wednesdays | 

Christ Church, Siskind . Fridays, 8 p.m. (except Ist 
(Surrey) Friday). 


Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s, Roling .. Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 
Christ Church Blackpool . .. Fridays, 7 p.m. 


Pettaugh, Stowmarket _... Friday, evening. 
Union Hall, Dover ... .. Saturdays, evening. 
St. Andrew’ S, Cullompton... 1st Saturday evening. 
Reigate Parish Church ~ ... 4th Saturday. 


Christ Church, Barnet 
St. Cuthbert’s, Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 
Stanstead, Suffolk 
Holy Trinity, Margate... 
St. Mary’ s, Watford.. ree 
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‘PRAYBR CYCLE. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN: 


Day. 
1. LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


2. TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 

3. ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 
4. KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. | 

5. PACHU NG (PACHOW), NAN CHIAN G, 
6 

7 

8 


TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 


YYINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

. NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 

9. KWANGAN. 

10. YOCH’IH. | 

11. KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

12. CHUHSIEN (T’UCHI). 

13. TACHU, WU-CHIA-CH’ ANG. 

14. TAHSIEN, HSUENHAN. 
15. WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

16.. LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. | 
17. KATHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 
18. WANHSIEN. SHIH 
19. FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, 


YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 
WESTERN SZECHWAN: | 


20. MOWCHOW. 
21. P’ING-WU (LONGAN KI AN GYU. 
22. CHONGPA. | 
93. MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 

24. ANHSIEN. 

25. MIENCHU. 

26. TEHYANG. 

27. HANCHOW. 

28. SINTU. 

29. CHONGKIANG. 

30. CHENGTU. 

: 31. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


SPBCIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCBSSION. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For the Christian spirit shown by many of the Chinese 
Christians in this time of crisis; and for both Chinese and 
Japanese Christians who worshipped together in the | 
oc ig Service in Westminster Abbey on October 
29th last 


For His manifest ides on Miss Christensen’s meet- 
ings in Chengtu and Mienyang; and for the large number 
of Christian leaders who gathered to meet Dr. Ts Jones | 
in Chengtu. 


For answered prayer in the iaeovid conditions in the 
Chungpa Church. For the new little churches started in 
Ren-chia-keo and Shen-pa; and for progress in Yingshan. 


LET US PRAY 


For the restoration of | peace in Chins: and for both 
Chinese and Japanese Christians in this time of special 
strain and difficulty. For all who are suffering severe 
distress as the result of the fighting. 


For the suppression of brigandage. For those in the 
Pachung area who are suffering from famine and bad 
harvests. For those who. seek to join the Church for | 
material help, that they may realise their deeper need of 
Christ and His salvation. That God will raise up more 
workers for this needy district. | 


For the churches in P’ingwu, Pehyasg, Chowkow, 
Shen-pa and Ren-chia-keo for which special prayer has 
been asked ; and for the school in Nanpu. 


That the results of Archdeacon Fu’ Ss Missions in East ; 
Szechwan and of the Week of Witness in West Szechwan 
may be deep and lasting. 


For special wisdom in dealing with the large numbers 
of students in Chengtu at the present time; and for Bishop 
Song’s broadcast messages. 


For restoration of health to workers whe have been 
ill recently. . 
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N.B. P’ingwu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.I.M. 
Church Army representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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